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Forests 
struggle 
to recover 
from fires 


New vegetation 
even more at risk 


By Kurtis Alexander 


As hotter and bigger fires 
blaze through the West and yet 
another year passes with a 
disastrous toll, America’s 
wildlands are having a harder 
time bouncing back. Some 
spots, from the singed valleys 
of Wine Country to the steep 
slopes of the Sierra, may never 
look the same. 

The fiercer fires are killing 
more of the vegetation needed 
to provide seeds for regrowth, 
and scientists are learning that 
even when new trees sprout, 
many are struggling with the 
warmer and more extreme 
weather wrought by climate 
change. 

While wildfires have histor- 
ically benefited the natural 
landscape, cycling soil nutri- 
ents and clearing space for 
new plants, for example, scien- 
tists say more burned areas 
are likely to end up devoid of 
trees and populated instead 
with weeds and grasses. This 
new vegetation is even likelier 
to burn, setting in place a vi- 
cious cycle of only more fire 
and less forest. 

Wildlands continues on A8 


Tech tools 
help track 
smoky air 
pollution 


By Kate Galbraith 


Over the fall, as wildfire 
smoke shrouded the Bay Area 
and people rushed to buy face 
masks, a San Francisco compa- 
ny called Aclima seized the 
chance to track the pollution. It 
sent two cars bristling with 
air-monitoring equipment 
northward toward the fire 
zone. One made a notable dis- 
covery: In the East Bay hills 
above El Cerrito, smoke on that 
day was far stronger than in the 
flatlands. 

“Tt was just like, you passed a 
boundary, and the concentra- 
tion was definitely higher,” said 
Melissa Lunden, the company’s 
chief scientist, who followed 
the results remotely. 

With wildfire danger expect- 
ed to rise further over the years 
as global warming intensifies, 
the race is on to produce more 
detailed maps of smoke pollu- 
tion. Regional authorities have 
stationed 16 permanent mon- 

Pollution continues on A8 


State Opens new era 
with retail pot sales 


Photos by Amy Osborne / Special to The Chronicle 


Robert Thompson and Ranita Reed shop at Harborside in Oakland on the first day of legal recreational marijuana sales. 


Long-awaited commercial cannabis industry rolls out 
to cheers and long lines before dawn on New Year’s Day 


By Jill Tucker 
and David Downs 


It was six hours past mid- 
night, but the crowd inside the 
Berkeley Patients Group 
counted down the seconds. 

“Happy new year,” they 
yelled at precisely 6 a.m. Mon- 
day as a cashier rang up the 
cost of three joints, a $45.37 
purchase representing one of 
the first recreational marijuana 
sales in the state. 

The moment marked the 
beginning of a new industry in 
California, one that’s heavily 
regulated and taxed, with 
revenue reaching several bil- 
lion dollars per year. 

The day has been long antic- 
ipated by cannabis advocates 
who pushed for voters to pass 
Proposition 64 in November 
2016, largely decriminalizing 
marijuana and allowing for the 
commercial sale of products to 
adults 21 or older. 

Earlier, Berkeley Mayor 
Jesse Arreguin and Demo- 
cratic state Sen. Nancy Skinner 
joined a couple of dozen peo- 
ple outside the Berkeley Pa- 


A line of 
customers 
waits under a 
nearly full 
moon for the 
opening of 
Harborside 
at 6 a.m. on 
New Year’s 
Day. 


tients Group waiting for the 
first sales. 

“I’m stoked about this his- 
toric moment, not just for 
Berkeley, but for the state of 
California.” Arreguin said. 
“This is a long time coming.” 

The first buyers were Chris 
Conrad and Mikki Norris, 
longtime marijuana advocates 


who purchased the three joints 
as the crowd cheered. 

The couple had worked on 
the marijuana effort for more 
than two decades, pushed by 
their belief that its legalization 
is an issue that expands to 
social justice, civil rights and 
health care. 

Pot continues on A9 


>» First buyers: A wide variety of users, including a former federal prosecutor, make purchases at newly licensed stores. A9 


» Online: Find more on the marijuana industry, from recipes to health tips to legalization coverage, at www.greenstate.com. 


Drills teach survival during rampage 


By Kevin Fagan 


UC Berkeley police Sgt. Sabrina Reich holds a toy gun while playing the role of 
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the shooter as Cpl. Wade MacAdam reacts at a UC Berkeley training session. 


First they tried it the old 
way. The crazed shooter burst 
into the room, and everyone 
tried to hide. Just about every- 
one got shot. 

Then the 10 people running 
the simulation at UC Berkeley 
on what to do during a shoot- 
ing rampage tried things the mA 
new way — cobbling up a plan 
for fighting back. They hurled 
pretend laptops, books and 
chairs at the shooter the sec- 
ond he burst into their office. 


Raiders go home wondering 
who new coach will be. 
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